
 

 

Zimbabwe has been going through tremendous political, economic, 

and social turmoil.  Currently the country has an 80% unemployment 

rate and 70% of the people are facing starvation.  Recently, a cholera 

outbreak spread throughout the country, claiming more than 4,000 

lives and affecting more than 90,000 people. 

In the height of the cholera outbreak, Global Aid Network in 

collaboration with Feed My Starving Children sent one pallet of 

MannaPackTM Potato to Zimbabwe to be used in healthcare facilities, 

orphanages and other agencies addressing the cholera epidemic.  

On March 13, 2009, 33 boxes of the MannaPackTM Potato meals were 

delivered to the Budiriro Polyclinic which was the location for a 

cholera camp.  For more than six weeks, the meals were given to 

approximately 70 people affected by cholera.  Sixty percent of those 

receiving the meals were children ranging from age 4 to 12.   

The director of the clinic was extremely grateful for the donation and 

stated that the meals were very effective in enhancing the recovery of 

the patients.  She noted that diarrhea had stopped in patients within 6 

to 8 hours after receiving their first serving of the MannaPackTM Potato 

meal.  She also stated that the product was very effective in other 

ways: easy to prepare and can be served within minutes; helped with 

nurse-patient relationship in that patients felt their total needs were 

being met after receiving a meal; patients felt cared for by the nurses. 

In general, adults who received the MannaPackTM Potato meal 

preferred having it prepared with salt, however, others liked the meal 

being served as is.  All children who received the meal, wanted to 

have it mixed with sugar before eating it. 

When the children were being discharged, 5 packets of MannaPackTM 

Potato meals were given to their parents to be used at home as a part 

of the recovery process.  One mother returned to the clinic to report 

that her 4-year-old son’s health had significantly improved from the 

first time he had the MannaPackTM Potato meal. 

Global Aid Network would like to express sincere gratitude to                

Feed My Starving Children for the donation of MannaPackTM Potato meals.  Our partnership is truly touching the 

lives of those affected by disease, hunger and starvation. 
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